INI Hymns: Sermon 26-12
4th Sun. After Epiphany  John 1:35-51 2/1/26
35 Again, the next day, John stood with two of his disciples. 36 And looking at Jesus as He walked,
he said, “Behold the Lamb of God!”

37 The two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus. 38 Then Jesus turned, and seeing
them following, said to them, “What do you seek?”” They said to Him, “Rabbi” (which is to say,
when translated, Teacher), “where are You staying?” 39 He said to them, “Come and see.” They
came and saw where He was staying, and remained with Him that day (now it was about the tenth
hour).

40 One of the two who heard John speak, and followed Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter s brother.
41 He first found his own brother Simon, and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is
translated, the Christ). 42 And he brought him to Jesus. Now when Jesus looked at him, He said,
“You are Simon the son of Jonah. You shall be called Cephas” (which is translated, A Stone).

43 The following day Jesus wanted to go to Galilee, and He found Philip and said to him, “Follow
Me.” 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael
and said to him, “We have found Him of whom Moses in the law, and also the prophets, wrote—
Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” 46 And Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out
of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47 Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward Him,
and said of him, “Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom is no deceit!”

48 Nathanael said to Him, “How do You know me?” Jesus answered and said to him, “Before
Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, [ saw you.” 49 Nathanael answered and said to
Him, “Rabbi, You are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” 50 Jesus answered and said to
him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw you under the fig tree, do you believe? You will see greater
things than these.” 51 And He said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, hereafter you shall see
heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.”

Dear Fellow Redeemed,
Do you ever get discouraged because we are so small? Then take a close look at this text from

John’s gospel. This is where it all began! Jesus returned from His 40 days in the wilderness being
tempted by Satan. He was all alone, just a single man walking by the Jordan River where he had
been baptized a month and a half ago. John the Baptist saw Him and said to two of his disciples
standing by, “Behold the Lamb of God!” That’s how the Christian Church began, two lowly men
pointed to Jesus.

Those two disciples followed Jesus and spent the rest of the day with Him. That was the entire
Christian Church on earth, just two lowly men with Jesus. Just as Jesus said, “Where two or three
are gathered together in My name, there am I in the midst of them. From that small, lowly beginning
the Christian Church has grown and filled the world with followers of Jesus Christ. It’s just as
Daniel saw in a vision describing the Kingdom of God as a little stone, cut out without hands and it
grew into a large mountain that filled the earth. Jesus teaches us:

Don’t Be Ashamed of Lowly Beginnings!

There are a number of very comforting, reassuring things that we can draw from this account of
the very beginning of the Christian Church.

-I- Consider How Blessed You Are.

Jesus shows that He highly values the poor and lowly. These first two followers of Jesus were
both fishermen from Galilee, Andrew and John. They were probably uneducated men. They were
certainly unknown in the world. They were not influential people. I doubt that they would be able
to get an audience with the King or even with any of his nobles. Yet here was the Son of God
inviting them to come and stay with Him.
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Jesus did not choose the rich and powerful, the famous and influential. Wealth and prestige does
not impress Jesus. He delights in the poor and lowly, and highly honours fishermen and beggars, tax
collectors and sinners. Today these unknown fishermen are known by millions of people throughout
the whole world; all because of their connection to Jesus.

Do you see how blessed we are? None of us are rich or famous by worldly standards. None of us
are influential in society. Yet the Almighty Creator God has invited you and I to come to stay with
Him—to learn from Him. In fact, He comes to live with us and He teaches us glorious things that
we can’t learn anywhere else. Whether we are small or large, the real blessing is that we are here
with Jesus being taught by Him.

-II- Know How Christ Builds His Church.

That afternoon visit with Jesus got them so excited they had to tell someone. John says that
Andrew was the first to find “his own brother Simon, and said to him, “We have found the Messiah.”
Now don’t miss the next phrase, “And he brought him to Jesus.” He didn’t just tell his brother about
Jesus and leave it at that. He didn’t say, “It’s up to Simon now to do what he wants with that
information.” No! He brought him to Jesus.

When John says that Andrew was the FIRST to find His brother, the implication is that John also
found his brother James and brought him to Jesus as well, though he doesn’t mention it.

The Christian Church just doubled in size from two to four. That’s how God’s Kingdom grows.
When one person comes to know Jesus and find their salvation in Him, they tell others and bring
them to see Jesus. Every successful business spends a lot of money on advertising, but they all know
that the best type of advertising is word of mouth. One satisfied customer telling another person.
That’s how the Christian Church has grown from these two followers of Jesus into a world wide
network of believers.

Remember it is Christ who builds His Church, but He uses us and our testimony of Him. Jesus
said to Peter, “And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and
the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.” Matthew 16:18 Christ builds His Church on the
solid bedrock of the confession Peter had just made, that Jesus is “the Christ, the Son of the Living
God.” When we tell others about Jesus, He is there to build His Church. We see an example of
Christ building His Church in the bulletin about the development of a new christian church in the
heavily moslem country of Pakistan.

One to one sharing of the gospel is most effective with people you have a connection with. So
don’t be afraid to talk to people about more than the weather or the Super Bowl game coming up.
Talk about the things that really matter in life and lead them to see Jesus.

Do you ever worry that you may not be able to answer all their questions? Philip shows us that
we don’t have to have all the answers in order to bring people to Christ. Philip told his friend
Nathanael, “We have found Him of whom Moses in the law, and also the prophets, wrote —Jesus of
Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” Nathanael was very skeptical. Jesus of Nazareth? “Can anything
good come out of Nazareth?” Many people assume Nathanael was discing Nazareth, as if nothing
good could come from that place. But that wasn’t it at all. Nathanael was skeptical because he knew
his Scriptures. He knew the prophecy of Micah which says that the Messiah would come from
Bethlehem, not Nazareth. He wasn’t about to be deceived into following a false Messiah. Jesus
actually commended Him for that.

Philip apparently didn’t know how to answer him. He just said, “Come and see!” Come and see
for yourself. Let Jesus convince you. God’s word has the power to convince. So, when people
bring up things you don’t know how to respond to, just say “Come and see!” I don’t really know
what to say, but I know someone who may be able to answer your questions.
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Nathanael came with Philip and Jesus did convinced him by showing His omniscience, that Jesus
saw him and knew Nathanael even before He ever met him. Most unbelievers don’t really know
what they are missing. Invite them to come and see for themselves who Jesus is.

-III- See How Christ Transforms Your Life

All six of these men had their lives changed forever by their encounter with Jesus. Jesus gave
them a new and wonderful reason to live. As the Apostle Paul later said, Jesus died for us so that we
“should live no longer for [ourselves] but for Him who died for [us] and rose again.” 2 Cor. 5:15

Jesus foreshadowed that transformation by changing Simon’s name to Peter—the stone or rock.
Peter was already a rather bold, outgoing character, but he was not necessarily a rock of stability, as
he showed on several occasions. But through Jesus’ teaching and the Holy Spirit’s work in Peter’s
heart, he did become a source of stability that people of all generations have looked to as a model of
strength of faith and trust in God.

So it is for us, coming to know Jesus cannot leave you unchanged. The Spirit changes your heart
and life forever. As you grow in your knowledge and confidence in Jesus, you will become all the
more a source of stability and strength, of encouragement and hope for others around you. That in
turn gives you opportunities to share your faith with others.

Jesus’ words to Nathanael are truly inspiring and shows us what it is that transforms our lives.
When Nathanael first came with Philip to meet Jesus, Jesus greeted him by saying, “Behold, an
Israelite indeed, in whom is no deceit!” Nathanael wondered, how do you know me? Jesus said,
“Before Philip called you, when you were under the fig tree, I saw you.” What a wonderful reminder
that Jesus always sees us wherever we are. He always knows what is going on in our lives. He is
always listening to our prayers and promises that He is always with us. Remembering that gives us
confidence, especially in talking about our Saviour.

That was enough to convince Nathanael that Jesus is the Son of God, but Jesus promised even
more. “You will see greater things than these.” And He said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you,
hereafter you shall see heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son
of Man.” Does that remind you of anything in the Old Testament? Remember when Jacob had to
flee from his brother Esau? God gave him a dream. He saw God standing at the top of a grand
stairway and the Angels were going up and down on it to minister to Jacob.

Now Jesus was telling Nathanael that He would see the angels going up and down on Jesus. In
other words, Jesus is that stairway connecting heaven and earth, God and sinners. And Nathanael
would see evidence of that in all of Jesus’ miracles. But especially in seeing Jesus suffer and die on
the cross in payment for our sins and rise again on the third day. That is the sure proof that Jesus is
the connection between us and God. It is only through Jesus that we can come before God’s throne
in prayer. It is only through Jesus that the angels are able to come down to serve us. And it is only
through Jesus that we will one day ascend that stairway to live with God in His eternal home in total
perfection. There is no greater transformation than that.

We may be small in numbers, but we are part of the greatest kingdom of all and have Jesus Christ as our
King, and God as our Father, and the angels watching over us. Rejoice! Trust Him completely, love Him
sincerely, and serve Him faithfully.

Amen.
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