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Behold Your God!

Jeremiah £ 29:11, NRSV

Responsive Invocation:
P: “Make a joyful shout to the Lord!”
C: HALLELUAH! HALLELUAH!
P: Oh most gracious God, the Father, Son and Holy Spirit,
C: “We enter into Your Gates with Thanksgiving and into Your courts
with Praise.”

Hal-lo-1u -

J}..’.t.(,.

>~ v — ~
i o =3 "F”l e T
- b:,l. . i . i = . .}’. —» j‘ﬁ. — —  —— -—Tr:_-: :

Opening Prayer O gracious LORD, our hearts are filled with joy and peace
when we know that our lives are in Your hands! You see us and know us and
have brought us to faith in you. May you come to us today with Your Holy
Spirit and reveal even more about your amazing nature and power and love.
Lord, teach us to trust you and worship you in the beauty of holiness. In
Jesus’ name we ask it. Amen.
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Opening Hymn: 437 Who Trusts in God, a Strong Abode
1. Who trusts in God a strong abode
In heaven and earth possesses;
Who looks in love to Christ above,
No fear his heart oppresses.
In Thee alone, dear Lord, we own
Sweet hope and consolation,
Our Shield from foes, our Balm for woes,
Our great and sure Salvation.

2. Though Satan's wrath beset our path
And worldly scorn assail us,
While Thou art near, we will not fear;
Thy strength shall never fail us.
Thy rod and staff shall keep us safe
And guide our steps forever;
Nor shades of death nor hell beneath
Our souls from Thee shall sever.

3. In all the strife of mortal life
Our feet shall stand securely;
Temptation's hour shall lose its power,
For Thou shalt guard us surely.
O God, renew with heavenly dew
Our body, soul, and spirit
Until we stand at Thy right hand
Through Jesus' saving merit.

Confession of Sins: P: Jesus invites us saying, “Come to Me, all you who
labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”
C: We come to you Lord, with the heavy burden of our sins. We know
that You bore our sins in Your body on the cross. Therefore we are
confident to confess our sins trusting in You for forgiveness.
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C & P: Almighty and most merciful God, I confess that I am a sinner by
my very nature, I was born in the sin of Adam. Because of my corrupt
nature, I sin against you daily in my thoughts, in my words and actions. I
have done the things you forbid, and I fail to do the things you command.
Lord, I know I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. Yet, I
come before you in repentance, because you are merciful and gracious
and have given Your Son to die for me. Oh God, be merciful to me, a
sinner. Forgive me, I pray, for Jesus sake.

P: God, our heavenly Father, is truly merciful and gracious, He has given His
own Son into death for our sins, and raised Jesus to life for our justification.
By His unfailing word of promise, I assure you that all your sins are forgiven
for Jesus’ sake.
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P: Bow down Your ear, O Lord, hear me; For I am poor and needy.
C: Preserve my life, for I am holy.
P: You are my God; Save Your servant who trusts in You!
C: Be merciful to me, O Lord, for I cry to You all day long.
P: Rejoice the soul of Your servant,
C: For to You, O Lord, I lift up my soul.
P: For You, Lord, are good, and ready to forgive,
C: And abundant in mercy to all those who call upon You.
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Antiphon
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P: Among the gods there is none like You, O Lord;
C: Nor are there any works like Your works.
P: All nations whom You have made shall come and worship before You, O
Lord,
C: And shall glorify Your name.
P: For You are great, and do wondrous things;
C: You alone are God.
P: Teach me Your way, O Lord;
C: I will walk in Your truth;
P: I will praise You, O Lord my God, with all my heart,
C: and I will glorify Your name forevermore.
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Scripture Readings: Jeremiah 23:16-29

16 Thus says the Lord of hosts: “Do not listen to the words of the prophets
who prophesy to you, filling you with vain hopes. They speak visions of their
own minds, not from the mouth of the Lord. 17 They say continually to those
who despise the word of the Lord, ‘It shall be well with you’; and to everyone
who stubbornly follows his own heart, they say, ‘No disaster shall come upon
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you.”” 18 For who among them has stood in the council of the Lord to see and
to hear his word, or who has paid attention to his word and listened?

19 Behold, the storm of the Lord! Wrath has gone forth, a whirling

tempest; it will burst upon the head of the wicked. 20 The anger of the Lord
will not turn back until he has executed and accomplished the intents of his
heart. In the latter days you will understand it clearly. 21 “I did not send the
prophets, yet they ran; I did not speak to them, yet they prophesied. 22 But if
they had stood in my council, then they would have proclaimed my words to
my people, and they would have turned them from their evil way, and from
the evil of their deeds.

23 “Am I a God at hand, declares the Lord, and not a God far away? 24 Can a
man hide himself in secret places so that I cannot see him? declares the Lord.
Do I not fill heaven and earth? declares the Lord. 25 I have heard what the
prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, saying, ‘I have dreamed, I
have dreamed!” 26 How long shall there be lies in the heart of the prophets
who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own heart, 27 who
think to make my people forget my name by their dreams that they tell one
another, even as their fathers forgot my name for Baal? 28 Let the prophet
who has a dream tell the dream, but let him who has my word speak my word
faithfully. What has straw in common with wheat? declares the Lord. 29 Is
not my word like fire, declares the Lord, and like a hammer that breaks the
rock in pieces?

Hebrews 11:17-31; 12:1-3
17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had
received the promises was in the act of offering up his only son, 18 of whom
it was said, “Through Isaac shall your offspring be named.” 19 He considered
that God was able even to raise him from the dead, from which, figuratively
speaking, he did receive him back. 20 By faith Isaac invoked future blessings
on Jacob and Esau. 21 By faith Jacob, when dying, blessed each of the sons of
Joseph, bowing in worship over the head of his staff. 22 By faith Joseph, at
the end of his life, made mention of the exodus of the Israelites and gave
directions concerning his bones.
23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his
parents, because they saw that the child was beautiful, and they were not
afraid of the king's edict. 24 By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused
to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, 25 choosing rather to be mistreated
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with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. 26 He
considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt,
for he was looking to the reward. 27 By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of
the anger of the king, for he endured as seeing him who is invisible. 28 By
faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the Destroyer of the
firstborn might not touch them.

29 By faith the people crossed the Red Sea as on dry land, but the Egyptians,
when they attempted to do the same, were drowned. 30 By faith the walls of
Jericho fell down after they had been encircled for seven days. 31 By faith
Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those who were disobedient, because
she had given a friendly welcome to the spies.

12:1 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let
us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us run
with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the founder
and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the
cross, despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the throne of
God. 3 Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against
himself, so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted.

Response of Praise:
P: The Lord is my Light and my Salvation; whom shall I fear?:

C: The Lord is the Strength of my life; of whom shall I be afraid?
P: When the wicked, even my enemies and my foes, came upon me:
C: They stumbled and fell.
P: Though an host should encamp against me:
C: My heart shall not fear.
P: Help us, O God of our salvation:
C: And for the glory of Your name deliver us. Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
P: O God, You sit in the throne, judging right:
C: Be a Refuge for the oppressed in times of trouble. Hallelujah!

Gospel Reading: Luke 12:49-53

49 “I came to cast fire on the earth, and would that it were already kindled!
50 I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how great is my distress until it
1s accomplished! 51 Do you think that I have come to give peace on earth?
No, I tell you, but rather division. 52 For from now on in one house there will
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be five divided, three against two and two against three. 53 They will be
divided, father against son and son against father, mother against daughter
and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and
daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.”

P: Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it.
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Confession of Faith: The Apostles Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only son, our Lord, who was conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day He rose
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of God the Father almighty. From there He will come to judge the living and
the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.
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Hymn: 435 My Spirit on Thy Care
1. My spirit on Thy care,
Blest Savior, I recline;
Thou wilt not leave me to despair,
For Thou art Love divine.

2. In Thee I place my trust,
On Thee I calmly rest;

I know Thee good, I know Thee just,
And count Thy choice the best.

3. Whate'er events betide,
Thy will they all perform;

Safe in Thy breast my head I hide
Nor fear the coming storm.

4. Let good or ill befall,
It must be good for me;
Secure of having Thee in all,
Of having all in Thee.

Sermon Text: ISAIAH 46:9-13

9 “Remember the former things of old, for I am God, and there is no other;
I am God, and there is none like Me, 10 Declaring the end from the
beginning, and from ancient times things that are not yet done, saying, ‘My
counsel shall stand, and I will do all My pleasure,’ 11 Calling a bird of prey
from the east, the man who executes My counsel, from a far country.
Indeed I have spoken it; I will also bring it to pass. I have purposed it; |
will also do it. 12 “Listen to Me, you stubborn-hearted, Who are far from
righteousness: 13 I bring My righteousness near, it shall not be far off; My
salvation shall not linger. And I will place salvation in Zion, for Israel My

glory.”
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THEME:
“Behold Your God - Who Declares the End

from the Beginning!”
That sets Him apart from all False gods.

That Distinguishes True Prophets from False Prophets.
That Gives Great Comfort and Confidence!
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Hymn: 437 Who Trusts in God, a Strong Abode
1. Who trusts in God a strong abode

In heaven and earth possesses;

Who looks in love to Christ above,

No fear his heart oppresses.

In Thee alone, dear Lord, we own

Sweet hope and consolation,

Our Shield from foes, our Balm for woes,

Our great and sure Salvation.

2. Though Satan's wrath beset our path
And worldly scorn assail us,
While Thou art near, we will not fear;
Thy strength shall never fail us.
Thy rod and staff shall keep us safe
And guide our steps forever;
Nor shades of death nor hell beneath
Our souls from Thee shall sever.

3. In all the strife of mortal life
Our feet shall stand securely;
Temptation's hour shall lose its power,
For Thou shalt guard us surely.
O God, renew with heavenly dew
Our body, soul, and spirit
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Until we stand at Thy right hand
Through Jesus' saving merit.

Offering of Thankful Hearts:
Sing - while offering is brought forward Hymn 441 st. 1-2
We give Thee but Thine own, Whate'er the gift may be;
All that we have i1s Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee.

May we Thy bounties thus As stewards true receive
And gladly, as Thou blessest us, To Thee our first-fruits give!

Prayers of the Church:

The Lord’s Prayer: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us
this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those
who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from
evil, for Thine is the Kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

P: The peace of God which surpasses all understanding, shall keep your
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

OFFERTORY
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Benediction: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face

shine upon you and be gracious to you. The Lord lift up His countenance
upon you and give you peace.
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Closing Hymn: 427 st. 1-3 How Firm a Foundation,
1. How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent Word!

What more can He say than to you He hath said
Who unto the Savior for refuge have fled?

2. In every condition, -- in sickness, in health,
In poverty's vale, or abounding in wealth,
At home and abroad, on the land, on the sea, --
The Lord, the Almighty, thy strength e'er shall be.

3. "Fear not, I am with thee, oh, be not dismayed,
For I am thy God and will still give thee aid;
I'll strengthen thee, help thee, and cause thee to stand,
Upheld by My righteous, omnipotent hand.
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Scripture Treasure to Remember:

Jeremiah 31:3
“The Lord has appeared of old to me, saying: “Yes, I have loved you with
an everlasting love; Therefore with lovingkindness I have drawn you.”

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Today - Voters Meeting after the Service.

Church Picnic at the Johnston’s House at 5:00
Wednesday - Instruction Class with Andrey at 9:00.
Friday - Shut-in visit with George at 1:30
Next Sunday - Worship Service at 10:00 am.

Victory Service for Karlheinz
Wednesday, Aug. 12 - 11:00 am at Bethel Funeral Chapel.
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