
Pentecost/Confirmation      Acts 2:42-47  6/5/22  
“42 And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers. 43 And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being 
done through the apostles. 44 And all who believed were together and had all things in common. 
45 And they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as 
any had need. 46 And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, 
they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having favor with all 
the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.” 

Dear Brothers and Sisters who have been Sanctified by the Spirit,  Especially you Justine and 
Mattie, 

It has been such a pleasure to watch the two of you grow up.  I’ve especially enjoyed the last 
three years getting to know you better in Catechism Class.  I have seen a lot of changes in both of 
you as you have matured and grown in your faith.  But nothing as dramatic as the change we just 
witnessed in the people gathered in Jerusalem on Pentecost.  Less that two months before those 
people had cried out demanding Jesus’ crucifixion.  Now they cried out to Jesus seeking His 
forgiveness.  They were enemies of Christ and now they truly loved Him and couldn’t get enough of 
Him.  Their religion and worship was a matter of pride in themselves for being such “holy” people.  
Now they saw themselves for the first time as sinners deserving the wrath of God and they clung to 
Jesus for forgiveness.  They could hardly believe that even though they had killed Him, He willingly 
died to save them.  Now they wanted to learn everything they could about Jesus and so they 
“devoted themselves” to the Apostles Teaching. 

What could make such an incredible change in their lives?  It was the Holy Spirit who literally 
gave them a new heart.  Listen to what God promised through the prophet Ezekiel 36:26-27 “I will 
give you a new heart and put a new spirit within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh 
and give you a heart of flesh.  I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, 
and you will keep My judgments and do them.”  If you change someone’s heart, you can truly 
change their life because who we are and what we do come from the heart.   

The last few verses of Acts 2 show us how much this new heart changed their life.  They not only 
loved Jesus, when they hated Him before, but now they also truly loved each other.  Listen again to 
how their lives changed.  “And all who believed were together and had all things in common.  And 
they were selling their possessions and belongings and distributing the proceeds to all, as any had 
need.  And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they 
received their food with glad and generous hearts.”  They truly cared for each other.  Not only caring 
ABOUT each other, feeling sorry for each other in their needs, but they cared FOR each other.  They 
took care of each other in their needs.  If they had something a brother or sister needed they gladly 
shared it with them.  They even sold their possessions and property to give to those who needed it.  It 
was no longer “look out for #1.”  Their lives became so much more than a rush to get what they want 
for themselves.  Now they lived in true love and generosity.  And they worshiped together EVERY 
DAY in the Temple.   

Also notice the result of this new life of love and care for one another.  vs. 47 They were 
“praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to their number day by day 
those who were being saved.” They had favor with ALL the people, not just their fellow believers.  
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All the people of Jerusalem took note of how they had changed.  They noticed their devotion to the 
Lord, gathering at the temple together day by day.  And they noticed their extraordinary care for each 
other.  This was appealing to the people.  They had “favor” with all the people.  The people were 
drawn to them and wanted to be a part of such a caring, loving community.   

What was the result?  “The Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.”  
That is the way it is supposed to be.  The people had truly hallowed God’s name, that drew the 
interest and attention of the people around them.  Then the believers were able to share God’s word 
with them in both the law and the gospel and the Lord worked in the hearts of those who heard and 
every day new believers were being added to the church.  Within a short time we are told that the 
number of believers rose to 5000.  That’s pretty remarkable.  That is the work of the Holy Spirit. 

I mentioned that I have seen a lot of changes in you over the years, positive changes.  But there 
has been nothing quite as dramatic as this.  That is because the Holy Spirit had already made that big 
change in you.  You have always loved Jesus and one another because the Holy Spirit already gave 
you a new heart as a baby through Baptism.   

What a blessing to have Jesus as your Lord and Savior all your life from little on.  But our 
human nature tends to take for granted things that we have always had.  That is even true of 
something as wonderful as our faith and love of Jesus.  We might even think because I have always 
had this faith, I always will and don’t need to be “devoted to the apostles' teaching and the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.”  Then we can become “devoted” to other 
things in this world and drawn away from our Savior.   

So on this Pentecost and the day of your confirmation, I urge you to always remember and 
treasure what the Holy Spirit has done for you.  It is only by His grace working through the Means 
of Grace, that you are here today making this confession.  May you both continue to receive the 
power of the Spirit through the Means of Grace.   

Don’t just come here to worship because that is what you are supposed to do as good Christians.  
Come here because you love Jesus who has saved you and be “devoted to the Apostles teaching, and 
the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.” Then your new heart will continue to grow 
in the faith and your love for your Savior and for one another will be truly remarkable.   

       Amen. 
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